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YEEDA PASTORAL COMPANY–MG CORPORATION PARTNERSHIP 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.04 pm]: 
Our government has been working closely with the northern cattle industry and Aboriginal landholders in the north 
to explore and encourage alternative pastoral business models that deliver the best outcomes for Aboriginal 
communities. On Friday, we saw a memorandum of understanding signed between a major pastoral business and 
a key Aboriginal corporation that proves the benefits of this approach. Like many Aboriginal corporations, 
MG Corporation, the body representing the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people of the East Kimberley, has significant 
landholdings, and its leadership team, under Lawford Benning, identified that unlocking the potential of those 
assets was critical to future financial sustainability. To do that, MG understood that it would need a capability partner 
with experience in the pastoral industry to build skills. MG has developed a strategic agricultural and pastoral plan, 
backed in part by a $500 000 McGowan government investment into the organisation last year. The MOU between 
Yeeda Pastoral Company—Northern Pastoral Management—and MG, following an expression of interest process, 
is the first partnership to be developed under the plan. The parties will now work to develop a full contractual 
arrangement. The initial focus of the agreement is on developing Yardungarrl, 50 000 hectares of freehold land 
between Lake Argyle and the Northern Territory border. This is a win–win situation. When the final agreement is 
made, Yeeda Pastoral Company—Northern Pastoral Management—and Kimberley Meat Company will have 
expanded their operations into the East Kimberley and increased supply to the abattoir; and Miriuwung–Gajerrong 
in the Kimberley will benefit from new jobs in agriculture, processing and logistics. Congratulations again to the 
MG board and Jack Burton. We look forward to seeing the result. 
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